[image: ]AEC 6932: Communication Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Policy Issues
SPRING 2026, 3 credits
FRIDAY 3rd-5th periods (9:35-12:35)

Instructor
Ricky W. Telg, Ph.D.				
Email:  rwtelg@ufl.edu				
Office: 126 Bryant Space Science Center AND 1408 Sabal Palm Drive
Office Phone: 352-273-2094

Teaching Assistant
Caroline Barnett
Email: carolinepbarnett@ufl.edu
Office: 411 Rolfs Hall

Class Times		Location
Fridays (3-5th periods, 9:35 a.m. to 12:35 p.m.)			107 Bryant Space Science Center

Office Hours
TELG: F 8:30-9:30 a.m. and by appointment
BARNETT: By appointment in Rolfs Hall or by Zoom

Course Description
The course is designed to educate students about major policy issues in agricultural and life sciences (ALS) and to expose students to a variety of methods used to effectively communicate, inform, and influence decisions about these issues. All discussions and activities are planned to involve you in "real world" ways. This is a co-taught undergraduate/graduate course. 

Course Objectives
After this course, the student should be able to:
· Recognize topical policy issues in agriculture and natural resources.
· Develop messages to communicate about topical policy issues in agriculture and natural resources using appropriate media.

Course Design
This is an in-person course for the three-hour Friday class time. Students must also view additional online content prior to the in-person class meeting. Zoom may be available on a case-by-case basis for students to use to access live content. Other course materials are available through Canvas. 

The course field trips are an integral part of the course. Please note these days in the course calendar. Your attendance and participation are expected. No makeups will be offered for the field trips or assignments related to the field trips unless students have a University of Florida excused absence and advance notice is given. 

Requirements
Textbook:
Smith, C.F. (2022). Writing public policy: A practical guide to communicating in the policy making process (6th Edition), Oxford University Press.

Telg, R.W., Irani, T., Kent, K., & Lundy, L. (Eds.). (2022). Agricultural and natural resources communications. https://anrcommunications.org/
This is a free online publication. The authors do ask that students consider providing a $10 voluntary contribution for maintaining and updating the online publication. A contribution link is provided at the bottom of the home page and the preface page.

Technology:
To succeed in this course, you must have access to the following technology: 
· Desktop Computer or Laptop 
· Audio Capabilities  
· Webcam and microphone for synchronous sessions 
· Microsoft Office Programs
· Microsoft Privacy Statement 
· Microsoft Accessibility Information 
· Word - Microsoft 365 basics video training 
· Adobe Reader
· Acrobat tutorials 
· Adobe Privacy Statement 
· Adobe Accessibility Statement 
· Zoom
· Zoom Privacy Policy 
· Zoom Accessibility Information 
· Internet Connection with access to Canvas  
· Canvas is the course management system at the University of Florida in which students will find course content, links to video lectures, assignments, quizzes, discussions, and grades. The use of this system will vary by instructor, but the following videos describe the most common tools in Canvas. The full student guide is provided if you have additional questions. 
· Canvas Privacy Policy 
· Canvas Accessibility Standards 
· Web Browser - Chrome is the preferred browser for Canvas. If you do not have Chrome, you can download it. 
· University of Florida Email 
· Students are expected to check their my.ufl emails daily. View the Student Computing Requirements page for information on technology requirements and expectations. 



Expected Technical & Digital Literacy Skills:
Minimum skills required: 
· Proficiency in utilizing Canvas and navigating the internet effectively.
· Competence in using email for communication purposes, including sending and receiving messages and managing attachments.
· Familiarity with commonly used word processing applications (such as Microsoft Word or Google Docs), including the ability to create, edit, and format documents.
· Basic computer skills, including understanding fundamental operations like file management, using menus and toolbars, and navigating between different applications.
· Using online search tools for specific academic purposes, including the ability to use search criteria, keywords, and filters.
· Analyzing digital information for credibility, currency, and bias.

Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) Use:
You may use AI programs e.g. ChatGPT to help generate ideas and brainstorm. However, you should note that the material generated by these programs may be inaccurate, incomplete, or otherwise problematic. Relying on these programs also keeps you from developing your own independent thinking and creativity. These are important skills that you should be developing in this class. You may not submit any work generated by an AI program as your own. If you include material generated by an AI program, it should be cited like any other reference material (with due consideration for the quality of the reference, which may be poor). AI-generated submissions are not permitted and will be treated as plagiarism and referred to the Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution office for review. If you have questions about what is appropriate or acceptable, please ask. We are happy to help you.

Equipment and Bryant Space Science Center Mac Lab:
Food and drink are NOT permitted in the computer lab. Only water in a container that has a screw-on lid or can be closed is permitted.

Prerequisite Knowledge:
There are no prerequisite courses required for this course. A general understanding of science and communication will be beneficial for this class, but it is not required.

Instructor Response & Feedback
The instructor and graders are committed to responding to your Canvas and email messages within 24 hours when feasible during the work week, Monday through Friday, except holidays. The major assignments will be graded, with meaningful feedback provided, within one week of their submission. Quizzes are graded automatically upon submission. 

Assignments
Late Assignment Policy:
A 10-percent per day deduction will be assessed for assignments turned in late. Work more than a week late will not be accepted. This policy will be strictly enforced.


Assignment Points & Explanation:
	    							Total Score	Your Score
[bookmark: _Hlk91063151]Issue Description, Message Box, Communication Points, Storytelling	100		_______
Issues Presentation + One-pager 1					150		_______
Issues Presentation + One-pager 2					200		_______
Reflection 1							100		_______
Reflection 2							100		_______
Reflection 3							200		_______
Quizzes (5 x 20)							100		_______
Interview with a Political Leader/Communicator			100		_______
Participation							50		_______
								1100	

· Message Box, Communication Points, & Storytelling: In preparation for the Issues Presentations and One-Pager assignment, students will complete the handouts provided in class to help them develop their “issues” assignment. 
· Issue Presentations and One-Pager: Students will select an agricultural and life sciences policy issue. Students will create a one-pager, based on instructions provided in class, as a “leave-behind” on the agricultural or life sciences policy or issue that the student selects to analyze. Students will present their one-pager as they would to a policymaker or leader in a one-on-one setting. Students will have the opportunity to revise their one-pager and presentation and do a second submission later in the semester. 
· Reflections (3) and Participation: Students will provide three thoughtful reflections on guest speakers and overall topics. Students will also be assessed on their participation in class during their interactions with speakers. It is expected that students take notes and interact with guest speakers.
· Quizzes (5): There will be five quizzes on the assigned readings and course materials. These will be due prior to class every other week. A sixth quiz will be conducted near the end of the semester; students will be able to make up one quiz by taking the sixth quiz OR drop their lowest quiz grade. 
· Interview with a Political Leader/Communicator: Students will identify a political leader/ communicator with whom to conduct an interview in person or via Zoom. A list of suggested questions will be provided. Students will supplement with questions relevant to the interviewee’s work. 

Course Grading:
All written assignments MUST be typed. Following is the grading scale and assignments: 

Grading Scale
A = 1023-1100
A- = 990-1022
B+ = 946-989
B = 913-945
B- = 880-912
C+ = 836-879
C = 803-835
C- = 770-802	
D+ = 726-769
D = 693-725
D- = 660-692
E = 659 and below
Further information about UF grading policies can be found here:
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/grades-grading-policies/
University-Wide Policies and Student Support Services 
As part of the updated University of Florida Syllabus Policy, this course syllabus refers students to a central online resource that contains the most current university-wide academic policies and student support services. Using this shared link helps ensure that all students receive accurate, consistent, and up-to-date information.

Students are expected to visit and review the centralized UF Syllabus Policy page at: UF Syllabus Policy Link. Throughout the term, students are strongly encouraged to return to this page regularly to stay updated on important university expectations and explore available resources. The page includes information on topics such as:

Academic Policies
· Attendance requirements and make-up work procedures
· Academic accommodations for students with disabilities
· Grading standards and grade point policies
· Course evaluation instructions and portals
· Student Honor Code and University Honesty Policy
· Guidelines governing the recording and use of class lectures
Academic Resources
· E-learning support and technology assistance
· Career and counseling services (Career Connections Center)
· Library access and help services
· Study skills support and tutoring (Teaching Center)
· Writing support (Writing Studio)
· Complaint procedures and academic grievance resources
· UF Student Success Initiative resources
Campus Health & Wellness
· Physical, mental, and emotional health services
· Safety and support programs
· UF Whole Gator wellness tools


Course Schedule
Note: Course materials are available in Canvas. Items labeled “watch” in the syllabus refer specifically to non-lecture videos, such as guest speakers, examples, or external media that are highlighted for emphasis. The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus, course schedule, or assignments at any time as necessary to enhance learning outcomes or respond to unforeseen circumstances. Any changes will be communicated promptly through Canvas.

WEEK 1 (1/16)
TOPIC:		COURSE OVERVIEW
		INTRODUCTION TO LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND POLICIES
WATCH:	I’m Just a Bill
TEXT:		ANR Communications: Policy Communication 
	
WEEK 2 (1/23)
TOPIC:		COMMUNICATING POLICY ISSUES W/ POLICYMAKERS
TRUE COLORS
PUBLIC POLICY IS LANGUAGE USE
TEXT:		ANR Communications: Effective Communication, Audience Analysis, and 
Message Development
ANR Communications: Policy Communication 
		SMITH: Chapter 1: Public Policy is Language Use
READINGS:	EDIS Publication Series
Communicating with Local Elected Officials
Educating Your State Legislators
Meeting with Elected Officials
Strategies for Engaging and Communicating with Elected Officials 
Why Lobbying for Ag is a Contact Sport (by Mary Hartney. PDF from Florida Grower magazine, Aug. 2019)
American Farm Bureau establishes 2023 policies
Impacting Agriculture and Natural Resource Policy: County Commissioners’ 
Decision-Making Behaviors and Communication Preferences
QUIZ:		QUIZ 1: WEEKS 1 AND 2 	

WEEK 3 (1/30)
TOPIC:		COMMUNICATION POINTS, MESSAGE BOX, & STORYTELLING
DESIGNING A ONE-PAGER
TEXT:		ANR Communications: Document Design
ANR Communications: Policy Communication
	GUEST:		REBA HICKS
ASSIGNMENT:	Get Focused: What’s Your Issues, Audience, and Ask?
	 
	



WEEK 4 (2/6)
TOPIC:		PERSUASION
DEFINITION: DESCRIBING THE PROBLEM
TEXT:		ANR Communications: Persuasion and Persuasive Informational and 
		Educational Campaigns 
SMITH: Chapter 2: Communicating in Policymaking
		SMITH: Chapter 3: Definition: Describing the Problem
WATCH:	The Persuaders (39:27-45:17)
		President Ronald Reagan’s address following the space shuttle explosion
	GUESTS:	FELICITY STEWART, SARAH GRACE FOWLER
ASSIGNMENT:	REFLECTION 1
		QUIZ:	QUIZ 2: WEEKS 3 AND 4

WEEK 5 (2/13)
[bookmark: _Hlk82066134]TOPIC:		STATE AND FEDERAL POLICY 
		EVALUATION: ANALYZE AND ADVISE
TEXT:		SMITH: Chapter 4: Evaluation: Analyze and Advise
	GUEST:		MARY-THOMAS HART
ASSIGNMENT:	COMMUNICATION POINTS, MESSAGE BOX, & STORYTELLING

WEEK 6 (2/17, TUESDAY)
FIELD TRIP:	TALLAHASSEE

WEEK 6 (2/20)
TOPIC:		MEDIA LITERACY AND NEWS: COMMUNICATING ABOUT POLICY
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: KNOW THE RECORD
TEXT:		ANR Communications: Media Relations
SMITH: Chapter 5: Legislative History: Know the Record
	GUEST:		CHRIS MORAN
		QUIZ:	QUIZ 3: WEEKS 5 AND 6
	
WEEK 7 (2/27)
FIELD TRIP:	FLORIDA FARM BUREAU
TOPIC:		GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGNS
TOPIC:		POSITION PAPER: KNOW THE ARGUMENTS
TEXT:		SMITH: Chapter 6: Position Paper: Know the Arguments
READINGS:	Research and Policy for the Food-Delivery Revolution
		Florida Farm Bureau ADVOCACY 
Florida Farm Bureau Policy Development Handbook
Florida Farm Bureau Policy Book

WEEK 8 (3/6)
TOPIC:		PRESENTATIONS
ASSIGNMENT:	ISSUES PRESENTATION + ONE-PAGER (1)



WEEK 9 (3/13)
TOPIC:		SCIENCE COMMUNICATION AND POLICY
READINGS:	It takes two: Public understanding of agricultural science and agricultural scientists' 
understanding of the public
A note to researchers: communicating science to policy makers and practitioners
		Recommended practices for science communication with policymakers
Identifying Trustworthy Experts: How Do Policymakers Find and Assess Public 
	Health Researchers Worth Consulting or Collaborating With? 
	GUEST:		LAURI BAKER
QUIZ:		QUIZ 4: WEEKS 7, 8, AND 9

WEEK SPRING BREAK (3/20)
	SPRING BREAK

WEEK 10 (3/27)
FIELD TRIP:	DOWNTOWN GAINESVILLE (CITY GOVERNMENT)
TOPIC:		LOCAL POLICY
PETITION, PROPOSAL, LETTER: REQUEST ACTION 
TEXT:		SMITH: Chapter 7: Petition, Proposal, Letter: Request Action
ASSIGNMENT:	REFLECTION 2

WEEK 11 (4/3)
TOPIC:		NATURAL RESOURCES POLICY 
TESTIMONY: WITNESS IN A PUBLIC HEARING
BRIEF, OPINION, RESOLUTION: INFORM POLICY MAKERS
TEXT:		SMITH: Chapter 8: Brief, Opinion, Resolution: Inform Policy Makers
		SMITH: Chapter 9: Testimony: Witness in a Public Hearing 
READINGS:	Ag Organizations Weigh in on Monarch Butterfly Proposal
		Monarch Butterfly Proposal for Endangered Species Act Protection
S. Fla. Farmer Testifies Before U.S. Senate on Aging Workforce
WATCH: 	Jelly Roll Delivers Testimony Hearing on Fentanyl Bill
	Alderman Provides Testimony (his testimony begins at 23:47, but feel free to watch others who provide testimony on the Aging Agricultural Workforce)
	GUESTS:	KATELYN POTTER (or TROY ROBERTS), MARLY FULLER (or BRET PRATER)
QUIZ:		QUIZ 5: WEEKS 10 AND 11
	ASSIGNMENT:	INTERVIEW WITH A POLITICAL LEADER/COMMUNICATOR



WEEK 12 (4/10)
TOPIC:		AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS AND POLICY 
PUBLIC COMMENT: INFLUENCE ADMINISTRATION
		ETHICS FOR POLICY MAKERS
TEXT:		SMITH: Chapter 10: Public Comment: Influence Administration		
SMITH: Conclusion: Ethics for Policy Makers
READINGS:	American Farm Bureau (May 2024) 
Ag Organizations (May 2024)
American Farm Bureau (June 2024) 
Latest Updates on the Farm Bill (November 2024)
American Farm Bureau: Congress is Failing America's Farms (September 2024) 
Agricultural Organizations React to Trump's Pick for Agriculture Secretary (November 2024) 
	GUESTS:	MIKE JOYNER, DUSTY HOLLEY, TAL COLEY
	ASSIGNMENT:	REFLECTION 3
			

WEEK 13 (4/17)
TOPIC:		PRESENTATIONS  
ASSIGNMENT:	FINAL ISSUES PRESENTATION + ONE-PAGER (2)
		QUIZ:	MAKE-UP QUIZ: Covers entire semester.

Instructional materials for this course consist of only those materials specifically reviewed, selected, and assigned by the instructor(s). The instructor(s) is only responsible for these instructional materials.

Please note that the course schedule and syllabus are subject to change. The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus, including assignment due dates and course content, as deemed necessary. Any changes will be communicated promptly to ensure you have adequate time to adjust.




Expanded Descriptions of Course Assignments
Message Box, Communication Points, Storytelling
In preparation for the Issues Presentations and One-Pager assignment, students will complete the handouts provided in class to help them develop their “issues” assignment. By this time, students will have selected the issue for their Issues Presentation + One-Pager assignment. Students will submit a summary of their issue and complete the Message Box and the communication points and create at least a draft of a story, using the “storytelling” handout. Students will submit these completed documents for grading, so that instructors can provide feedback in a timely fashion. 

Issue Summary (30 points)
Provide a summary of at least a one-half page single-spaced (12-point font) of the following: 
· The summary was at least one-half page, single-spaced (12-point font).
· A description of the major “players/stakeholders” related to the topic/issue is provided.
· Who the policymaker or regulatory agency representative is that the Issues Presentations and One-Pager assignment will be made to is explained. 
· A summary of why this topic/issue is important is provided. 
· Writing is clear, organized, and mostly free of grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors. 
· The summary is submitted as a Word doc or a PDF file.  

Communication Points (25 points)
· The Communication Point assignment is typed into the provided Word doc handout. 
· A brief, main communication point detailing why this issue is important was provided. 
· Three brief communication sub-points supporting why this issue is important were provided. 
· Three possible questions with responses on topics relating to this issue were provided. 
· Writing is clear, organized, and mostly free of grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors. 
· The Communication Points handout is submitted as a Word doc or a PDF file.  

Message Box (25 points)
Complete the Message Box handout by typing in the information necessary to address each of the four areas in the Message Box. Responses should only be one or two sentences. In the “Ask” area, be sure to include what you are asking the policymaker for. 
· Each message in the Message Box is one or two sentences long and is typed into the provided Word doc handout. 
· A values message that connects the student’s audience by tapping into a specific value the audience has is provided. 
· A barrier message that addresses a misconception about the issue is provided. 
· An ask message is provided that focuses on what the student wants the policymaker to do. 
· A vision message detailing what the student’s audience gets, based on the audience’s values, is provided. 
· Writing is clear, organized, and mostly free of grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors.
· The Message Box is submitted as a Word doc or a PDF file.  

Storytelling Handout (20 points)
Complete the Storytelling handout by typing in the information necessary to address each area in the handout. Remember that the goal of the story is not to get your idea accepted or approved. The goal is what your main character wants to achieve. 
· The storytelling assignment is typed into the provided Word doc handout. 
· Each component of the “Telling Your Story” handout is completed with at least one sentence per section provided.  
· A “worthy goal” that the lead character wants to reach is provided. 
· Writing is clear, organized, and mostly free of grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors. 
· The storytelling assignment is submitted as a Word doc or a PDF file.  


To submit in Canvas: 
· Issues summary/description as a Word doc or PDF
· Communication points as a Word doc or PDF
· Message box as a Word doc or a PDF
· Brief “story” as a Word doc or a PDF




One-Pager + Issues Presentation
The objective of this assignment is to give you the opportunity to translate information on a policy issue into a “one-pager” for a “leave behind” to a legislator or agency and to present the issue to a policymaker in a mock setting. 

Students will do the Issues Presentation + One-Pager about midway through the semester. Students will then REDO this assignment at the end of the semester, using the same issue. The goal is for students to take the comments from the first presentation and then improve their presentation at the end of the semester. 

Students will develop an “elevator message” (issues presentation) to present the one-pager to a specific legislator or agency. The presentation will be graded based on brevity, focus, appropriate tone of the communication message, and clarity of the topic conveyed in the presentation. The one-pager will be graded on succinctness, focus, design, appropriate tone of the communication message, and grammar/punctuation.  

The scenario; 
You will “present” your issue (and one-pager) to an instructor in a role-play. We will take on the role of a decision-maker at the local, state, or national level, depending on the topic/issue you have selected. 

You will come into our “office” (or “virtually” via Zoom) and discuss the topic with us. After brief introductions – be sure to introduce yourself to us – you will present your topic/issue to us and provide us with the one-pager as a leave-behind. (HINT: It’s always a good idea to have a copy for the decision-maker and one for yourself.) 

Remember to make the “pitch.” You can choose the topic/issue, and you can choose if it will be local, state, or national. You can also choose if you want us to take on the role of an elected official or a regulatory agency administrator (like the US Department of Agriculture, the Environmental Protection Agency, or the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services). 

Time Limits: 
For the FIRST time you present, you will have up to THREE minutes. 
For the SECOND time you present, you will have up to FIVE minutes. 
Remember: Briefer is better. 

Attire:
You are free to wear “regular” college clothes for the first presentation, but within reason. OK for jeans, but not cut-off shorts, if we can see them. (Or feel free to wear “business casual,” too.) For the SECOND round, we would like to see “business casual” (nice shirt/blouse). 

Submit: 
Submit your ONE-PAGER through Canvas by the BEGINNING of class of the day of the presentation (no later than 8:30 a.m.).
Reflections 
This assignment is to encourage you to thoughtfully reflect on the insights shared by guest speakers and the broader course content/topics related to communicating with policymakers. Through these reflections, you will deepen your understanding of how agricultural and life sciences professionals engage with policy issues and advocate for change. This assignment also aims to strengthen your ability to critically analyze communication strategies and apply these lessons to your own professional development.

Throughout the semester, you will complete three written reflection assignments and include:
· Thoughtful analysis of the guest speaker(s) and/or course content/topics.
· Specific examples from the guest speaker presentations and course materials (e.g., readings, videos).
· Accurate spelling of guest speaker names and their affiliated organizations or agencies.
To guide your reflection, consider addressing the following questions. You are not required to answer all of them, but they are provided to help you think critically and reflect meaningfully:
Content/materials/topics
· What content "spoke" to you? 
· What did you learn about effectively communicating about agricultural and life sciences policies from the videos you watched and the course readings?
· How will you use what you learned from the videos you watched and the course readings after this course?

Guest speakers
· What policy issues did the guest speaker(s) discuss?
· What positions did the speaker(s) take on these issues, and why?
· How did the speaker(s) communicate about the policy issues?
· What motivations or interests might the speaker(s) have had? What’s in it for them?
· What are the resources of the guest speaker(s) related to the policy issue? Or what are the resources of the individuals/organizations who communicate about the policy issue?
· What did guest speaker(s) do to make the issue more (or less) visible to the public, or closer to (or farther from) government action?
· What were some specific examples from the guest speaker(s) that “spoke” to you?
· What did you learn about effectively communicating about agricultural and life sciences policies from the guest speaker(s)?
· How will you use what you learned from the guest speaker(s) after this course?



REFLECTIONS 1 AND 2: 
Reflections 1 and 2 should be a minimum of two full pages, double-spaced (12-point font).
Your Reflection 1 assignment's timeframe covers content, field trips, and guest speakers from the beginning of the course through Week 3. 
Your Reflection 2 assignment's timeframe covers content field trips, and guest speakers from Weeks 4 through 10.

REFLECTION 3:
Reflection 3 should be a minimum of three full pages, double-spaced (12-point font).
This final reflection (Reflection 3) invites you to thoughtfully synthesize what you’ve learned throughout the semester about communicating with policymakers in agricultural and life sciences. Rather than focusing only on the last few weeks, this reflection should cover the entire semester (including Weeks 11 and 12), drawing connections across guest speakers, course materials, and major themes. The goal is to help you consolidate your insights, recognize patterns, and consider how the course's content (what you have learned) applies to your professional development and future advocacy efforts.

GRADING: 
REFLECTIONS 1 and 2: 100 points each
REFLECTION 3: 200 points





Quizzes
There will be five quizzes (20 points each) on the assigned readings and course materials. These will be due prior to class the week that the quiz is assigned. A sixth quiz will be conducted near the end of the semester; students will be able to make up one quiz by taking the sixth quiz OR drop their lowest quiz grade. Quiz content will be based on one week’s worth or two weeks’ worth of material (the week immediately covered AND the content of the coming week). Students are to take the quiz before class. 



Participation
Students are expected to participate in class by engaging with the instructors and guest speakers. 


Interview with a Political Leader/Communicator
Students will identify a political leader OR a professional communicator who works for a political leader OR a professional communicator who covers politics with whom to conduct an interview in person or via Zoom. A list of suggested questions is provided below. Students will supplement with questions relevant to the interviewee’s work. 

Students will provide a written summary of the major points of the interview, as well as a reflection on what the student learned about how the political leader/communicator effectively communicates about issues. 

Overall, students will provide the following:
· Written summary of the major points of the interview: At least one page, single-spaced (12-point font)
· Reflection on what the student learned: At least one page, single-spaced (12-point font)

Suggested Questions
The following list of suggested questions should help you craft your own list tailored to the political leader or communicator you choose and your interests regarding their role in policy. You DON’T have to ask all these questions, and it’s good for you to come up with their own around the parameters of this assignment. 
1. Name and title of the person
2. The date you interviewed the person
3. Please describe what you do. 
4. Please describe a typical day for you.
5. What is the most rewarding aspect of your job? What is the most challenging?
6. What do you think is more effective when communicating to policymakers: face-to-face meetings, phone calls, emails, or another method? Or is it a mix of methods? And why?
7. What has been your most effective tool for communicating various policy issues?
8. How important are establishing personal relationships when communicating with policymakers? 
9. When communicating with elected officials or regulatory agency representatives on a policy issue, do you consider it as “educational” or “advocacy”?
10. What is one example of a policy issue that you have addressed or been involved with?
11. Public input is heavily regarded when making policy decisions. Can you describe your role in this discourse?
12. After policy has been created and is now law, have you been involved in trying to communicate regulations back to audiences? If so, what goes into your messaging when you try to educate and communicate policy BACK to targeted audiences? 
13. What advice would you give students who are interested in communicating about science – agriculture, natural resources, or other disciplines – to policy makers?
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