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Florida — Our Global Biodiversity Hotspot

Florida’s longleaf pine habitats are home to plants and animals found
El
nowhere else in the world, making them a top global biodiversity hotspot.
,

Epicenter of Biodiversity
m&.mammmmmmmw
 global biodiversity hotspot of conservation concern.

tothe chéhges
that humans have caused to their habitat.

Florida Landscape Soil Profile

Florida may seem flat, but under the surface, slight changes in elevation and soil result
in entirely different habitats. Longleaf pines live well above the water table on sands
that quickly drain the water from Florida's frequent rainstorms. The main longleaf pine
habitats in Florida are flatwoods and sandhills
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Searching for Patterns

Pine flatwoods are found throughout Florida, while sandhills are at the state’s highest
elevations with the deepest, sandiest soils. Sandhills (and the similar Florida scrub
habitat) are incredibly dry, and home to some of the world's rarest plant species,

which have adapted hair and scales to help them retain water and protect them from
Florida’s harsh sun.

- . SR X Spatial phylogenetics reveals that many of the rare sandhill plants are relatively young,
i family tee (o learn fikely from recent ice ages when Florida was drier. These findings can help us understand
i ‘about our relatives! £ A where Florida’s rare species came fiom and how they may respond to a changing
‘and heavy summer rains. The longleaf pine habitats of Florida hold the highest 4 I
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climate. The goal s to better preserve the habitats for future generations.

‘and protect these unique ecosystems.
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