Abstract for Evie Hunter’s Non-Thesis Project

Agriculture has always been instrumental and a mainstay for human society, and “agricultural literacy is important to the future of our nation and the discipline of agriculture (Frick et al., 1995, p. 6). Additionally, Kisiel (2006) explained that science literacy “is an important goal within our society, then we must consider other learning settings, in addition to school, that can contribute to this goal” (p. 396). Regarding learning settings outside the traditional classroom, nonformal education programs (such as 4-H, Girl Scouts, and camps) can provide such learning opportunities to complement the classroom (Carlson & Maxa, 1997; Mørch & du Bois Reymond, 2006).

Evie Hunter is the 4-H Youth Development Extension Agent for Gadsden County. Gadsden County 4-H has 15 community clubs, with less than half focusing on agriculture-related project areas. Evie saw the need to continue to expand the 4-H program to include more agricultural-related opportunities and projects for its youth to increase agricultural literacy. Currently, Evie’s county 4-H program has a revamped livestock club, Chick Chain Club, Jr. Master Gardeners Club, Saddle Club, and Cloverbud Club that all lead agriculturally based projects. Evie noticed a gap in both the county and state 4-H program related to hay- and crop-focused projects and has since used her passion and knowledge to create a curriculum to fill this gap. 

The purpose of this non-thesis project was to create a hay and grain judging curriculum that would support 4-H and other agricultural education programs. The curriculum was created to be used by Extension agents, 4-H volunteers, FFA advisors and volunteers, and youth members to prepare for hay and crop judging events. The curriculum is appropriate for ages 11-18 for individual learning. 

The resources to create the curriculum were Extension specialists, Extension agents, and credible online resources. The curriculum was created using Prezi due to the easiness of creating the actual curriculum and for easiness to access and distribute the resource to others. The curriculum includes 12 total lessons with each lesson including narrated information and at least one activity. The curriculum was reviewed by a panel of 5 Extension experts and changes were made to the curriculum based on their feedback.  

Link to the 4-H Hay and Grain Judging Prezi: 
https://prezi.com/view/Nv6mPPenSCmAmgyZH3DQ/ 
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